Global Health Matters
When students in the U.S. hear the term “global health,” most think of health problems specific to developing countries. But global health matters to everyone, not just to those living in developing countries. Addressing global health issues requires that all people collaborate to improve public health services in all nations, rich or poor, and stop disease outbreaks at their source. This assignment has been designed to expand your awareness of global health issues and to increase your understanding of how health policy and policy advocacy impact health outcomes.
What is Global Health?

Global health refers to health problems that transcend national borders—problems such as infectious and insect-borne diseases that can spread from one country to another. It also includes health problems that are of such magnitude that they have a global political and economic impact.

Global health problems are best addressed by cooperative actions and solutions that involve more than one country. Because global health problems can move across national borders, countries can learn from one another’s experiences, both in how diseases spread and in how they can be treated and controlled. Cooperation across countries is essential to addressing those health problems that transcend borders.  
Assignment:
1. Issue Brief. Research a specific health issue or problem that is directly affecting the country or region where the class will be traveling. Your assignment is to produce a well-crafted, 3-4 page issue brief to convince a policy-maker, agency or institution of the seriousness of an issue that requires a policy solution. This issue can address any major health problem, from HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, child health, infectious diseases, etc. The issue brief should provide well-researched, current and factual information on the selected issue. Be sure to indicate who the selected policy-maker, agency or institution is.
2. Field Journal. While abroad, take time to gather primary data on the specific health issue or problem. For example, interview a local policy-maker or agency/institution representative who is working to address the problem. If appropriate, interview someone who has been directly or indirectly affected by the problem. Collect public information that addresses the issue, such as brochures, flyers, photos, etc. You should have at least three entries in your field journal. The final journal will be due shortly after returning from abroad. 

3. Policy Brief. Upon return, write a 3-4 page policy brief to convince a policy-maker, agency or institution of the urgency of the problem that was presented in your issue brief. In this policy brief extend a rationale for adopting a recommended course of action, noting immediate, short-term actions and longer-term strategic goals. Your policy brief should serve as an impetus that drives a decision-maker to action. Clearly and persuasively outline the rationale for your selected solution as well as a defense against alternative policy recommendations not selected. The policy brief should be well researched, current, factual, and outline funding feasibility.  
4. Presentation. If class time allows, you will be given a 10-minute time slot to present your issue and policy recommendations to the class. Prepare as if you are truly delivering the policy brief to the policy-maker, agency or institution you’ve identified. 

Evaluation:

This assignment is worth 40% of your overall grade: 15% for the issue brief, 10% for the field journal, and 15% for the policy brief and presentation. The assignment will be assessed on your demonstrated understanding of the global health issue and your ability to offer realistic policy recommendations that are grounded in the local context.
Helpful Websites:

· Global Health Council
[ www.globalhealth.org/]
· Families USA
[ www.familiesusa.org/ ]

Helpful Reading:

· Beyrer, C. Public Health and Human Rights: Evidence-Based Approaches, 2007.

· Haider, M. Global Public Health Communication: Challenges, Perspectives, and Strategies, 2005.
· Hubley, J. Communicating Health: An Action Guide to Health Education and Health Promotion, 2004.
· Laverack, G. Public Health: Power, Empowerment and Professional Practice, 2005.
· Stald, G. Global Encounters: Media and Cultural Transformation, 2003.
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